Oct. 1, 2020 
Glove Market Update 
Worldwide demand continues to far outpace global capacity and the ability to increase production. We do not see this imbalance improving significantly in 2021. 
Nitrile: 
The increased demand for nitrile gloves has created a shortage of the base chemical NBR, with some producers having to shutter operations for short periods due to supply shortages of raw material. 
Latex: 
As a result of the nitrile shortage, many producers are converting nitrile production lines to latex, which has increased the availability of some latex gloves. The increased demand for the base rubber has resulted in significant increases in latex pricing. Looking forward this increased latex production is beginning to strain the availability of the base rubber. 
Vinyl: 
The availability in the vinyl glove market is improving but at much higher prices given the shortage in nitrile and the challenges with latex. 
Global producers are making changes for more efficient production that impact all buyers: 
• Factories are running less exam grade gloves because they can generate more capacity producing industrial grade gloves. 
• Factories are running less heavy weight gloves and colored gloves for the same reason. When they do produce these gloves, they are at much higher costs. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Please know that VIB is working to add addition sources of supply for our traditional glove offering, as well as securing new glove options to provide opportunities to substitute. We appreciate your understanding and support as we work together for a solution during these challenging times.
